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Service held to honor victims of Christchurch mosque attack
Molly Ruffing
Staff Writer

______________________________________

In order to recognize the lives
lost in the March 15 attack on a
Muslim mosque in Christchurch,
New Zealand, the Office of Spiritual
and Religious Life led a commemorative service for the victims of
the massacre. The service was held
in the Esch Hurvis Room of the
Warch Campus Center at 5 p.m. on
Thursday, Mar. 28.
The service began with a
welcome by the Julie Esch Hurvis
Dean of Spiritual and Religious
Life Reverend Dr. Linda MorganClement. Morgan-Clement introduced the service as not just an

act of respect and remembrance,
but also “a statement […] that this
violence has no place in our community or in our world.”
Following Morgan-Clement’s
welcome, Dr. Younis Zaidan, a member of both the Appleton and Fox
Valley Islamic Centers, led the group
in traditional prayer.
Preceding the prayer, MorganClement stated, “Saying prayer
should never have to be an act of
courage,” and then continued to recognize the apparent distance of the
attack from our lives at Lawrence.
To acknowledge the impact
of this act of terrorism, members
of the community came forward
to mark the countries that were

directly affected by the attack; New
Zealand, Bangladesh, Pakistan,
Egypt, India and Indonesia all suffered losses.
Following the marking of
the map, President Mark Burstein
came forward to provide some
comments. He focused on New
Zealand’s response and how the
country’s actions could be applied
to the Lawrence University community, bringing attention to a “strong
focus in not attacking each other
through social media” and “extraordinary care for each other across
differences.”
The most powerful response,
according to Burstein, was the way
“the people of New Zealand have
really stood up and said that if any-

one is threatened, then we’re all
threatened.”
He continued to apply these
acts to the Lawrence community
and how we can grow stronger as
a community, stating, “[The attack]
could feel very far away, but it really
strikes at the heart of who we are as
an institution.”
Students from different communities on campus then came forward to read their commitments, all
including the lines: “I will stand with
every Muslim who feels less welcome, less safe and less free because
of this attack—renewing my commitment to working for a world with
religious equality and freedom of
conscience for all.” The students also
commemorated communities of

faith that had been attacked in the
U.S. previously. After their individual
promises, the group spoke together
as Lawrentians and vowed to work
toward a world of equality and freedom. They then called the audience
to reflect upon their own words and
actions to combat prejudice.
The service concluded with
Morgan-Clement calling upon the
audience to go beyond words and
take action. She closed by saying, “Go with the reassurance that
together we can build a world that
can do better than we have been
able to do thus far.”

Steam line repair work continues on campus

McKinley Breen
For The Lawrentian

______________________________________

THIS

WEEK

Lawrence University is currently undergoing construction
on the west side of campus, completely blocking access to a strip
of land spamning from Youngchild
Hall to the sidewalk of College Ave.
This construction is being done on
a steam line that provided heating
for four buildings on campus: The
Seeley G. Mudd Library, Memorial
Chapel, Shattuck Hall and the
Music-Drama Center.
The break caused these buildings to be without heat for several days until the damage could
be repaired. Problems were first
noticed on Friday, Mar. 15, at which
time excavation began. At first,
the extent of the problem was not
known, and excavation was required
simply to identify the damage.
Four days later, it was deemed
necessary to replace the entire line.
Heat was lost to the four affected buildings, but it was returned
before classes resumed on Monday,
Mar. 24. The ramifications for the
steam line break seem to be minimal. The majority of students were
gone for spring break and the buildings without central heating never
dropped below acceptable temperatures, allowing staff to continue
operation.
The main question that is now
circulating is, “What about the construction?” While the line break itself
may not have caused too much of
a headache for the average student, the construction is an inconvenience for most of campus.
As of now, there is no easy way
to access the western academic or
dorm buildings from the eastern
side of campus. This forces students,
when traversing from one side of
campus to another, to either cut
behind Thomas A. Steitz Hall and
Youngchild, or make the trek all the
way up to the sidewalk on College
Ave. While not an enormous inconvenience, it does add to commute
times between classes.
The last update students
received was on March 22, stat-

ing that the temperature within
affected buildings may continue to
fluctuate, but including no detail
on when construction will be completed.
Additionally, the cause of
the break was not specified in the
emails, and whether any other parts
of campus might have similar problems in the future is not known. If
this does happen in the future—
perhaps at a less convenient time—
are there any safeguards in place to
ensure the school will continue to
function normally?
The Lawrentian has reached
out to Facility Services to ask these
questions, but at this time there
has been no response. In the meantime, we will have to continue to
deal with the construction. This
is not the first time construction
has inconvenienced students, nor

See page 2

As of April 3, construction is still underway in front of Youngchild Hall, spreading all the way to College Avenue.
Photos by David Baldwin.
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CLC launches new Career Communities initiative

David Baldwin
Staff Writer

______________________________________

Most people would not be
surprised to learn that Lawrence
is a community of multi-interested learners. In fact, part of what
attracts many students to a liberal arts education is the ability to
explore many different paths and
interests throughout their academic career. However, this presents
a unique challenge to the people
tasked with helping Lawrentians
find their way out into the world
of jobs, graduate or professional
school and general life after graduating from Lawrence.
For this reason, the Center
for Career, Life and Community
Engagement (CLC) has launched
a new initiative called Career
Communities to help Lawrentians
navigate life after Lawrence. Career
Communities are, for now, a set
of web pages linked to the CLC’s
main website that provide information about different fields that
Lawrence students might be interested in.
Following a focus group receiv-

ing the input of students, faculty,
staff and alumni, the designers of
the Career Communities decided to
focus on eight core areas for the initial launch of the project. The areas
are Business & Entrepreneurship;
Communication,
Journalism
& Written
Arts;
Education
&
Community
Engagement;
Government, Law, & International
Affairs; Health Care & Life Sciences;
Physical & Natural Sciences;
Technology & Data Science; and
Visual & Performing Arts. A ninth
Career Community, designed particularly for first- and second-year
students who are still unsure about
what general field they want to
explore, is in the works and should
be launching shortly.
According to Interim Dean for
the CLC Anne Jones, in a statement released on March 13, “The
Career Communities are an important step in becoming a more student-centered organization and in
supporting all students to achieve
their Life after Lawrence goals.”
As one of the recommendations on the final report from
the Life After Lawrence Task

Force—which, in 2018, completed its work identifying areas of
needed improvement in supporting students as they navigate life
outside of the university—Career
Communities are a first step toward
bridging the gap between the many
possible career paths students can
take and the opportunities they are
aware of.
However, the idea is not new
to some, including the Associate
Director for Career Advising and
Technology at the CLC Grace
Kutney, who says that this is
Lawrence’s take on a trend that
has been happening in higher education for a while.
Kutney said, “The concept
has been around for at least five,
maybe seven years at universities across the country, and the
basic idea around a career community has probably grown up
out of something we’ve known at
Lawrence for a long time. That is,
a singular major does not equate
to a singular career trajectory—
that just because you plug in ‘x’
major you’re gonna get one possible career path.”

Photo Feature:
Study Abroad game night
Photo by Taylor Blackson.

Each of the Career Community
pages provides detailed information for students and faculty
regarding that particular field.
Available information includes
internship opportunities; jobs
Lawrentians have been hired for
in the field; funding options for
internships, on-campus and offcampus studies; relevant student
and community organizations;
alumni contacts; and even suggested majors.
However, as Kutney pointed
out, the majors listed there are
merely suggestions; Lawrence students can, and often do, go into
fields vastly different than their
majors. She wants Lawrentians
to know that, “Regardless of your
major, […] you don’t have to pick
only one community, you can
belong to as many as you like.”
According to Kutney, the
Career Communities are still in
development, and could eventually
become a major source of information and connection for students,
faculty and alumni.
“In the future, I’m excited
about the things that we’ll be able
to do with our Career Communities
where they are true communities
that students are engaged in,” she
said.
By providing contact info for
alumni interested in talking to students about career paths, Career
Communities make it easier for
students to not only find basic
information about what jobs are
available, but to talk to individuals

working in those fields about their
preparations for entering the job
market. Furthermore, the Career
Communities provide a new way
for information to be circulated to
students, as they are linked directly
to students’ Handshake accounts,
thus allowing staff to send
announcements regarding specific
events directly to students online.
The
Communities
also
strengthen the link between academic and career advising, as they
provide an information pathway
from the CLC to academic advisors
and students, and vice versa.
“We’re pulling […] not [just]
from our department because we
want to help students realize that
yes, the CLC helps, but there are
career things going on all over
campus,” Kutney said. The new system also provides a way to directly
connect with employers and those
offering internships in students’
desired fields through integration
with Handshake.
To use the new Career
Community web pages, students
can go to lawrence.edu/students/
career/career-communities or find
them in the menu on the righthand side of the CLC homepage.
Alumni interested in being listed
on a Career Community page as
a contact point for students can
contact the Assistant Director for
Employer and Alumni Relations
at the CLC Amanda Netzel at
amanda.g.netzel@lawrence.edu.

Steam line

of digging, and until the sidewalks
reopen, students must continue to
circumvent the construction.
If the Lawrentian staff hears
from Facility Services, it will be
reported as soon as possible;
until then, keep an eye out for any
emails relating to the construction
and when we can expect campus to
fully reopen.

continued from page 1
will it be the last. This same time
last year, large parts of the walkways outside of the library were
replaced.
According to the email, the
area is unsafe due to the amount

Tweet of the Week

“String cheese is more of an activity
than a food send tweet”
-@turbo_yllom

Algeria
According to a statement
published last Tuesday by the
state-run Algeria Press Service
(APS), Algeria’s 82-year-old
president, Abdelaziz Bouteflika,
has resigned. “President of the
Republic Abdelaziz Bouteflika
has officially notified president of the Constitutional
Council of his decision to end
his term as President of the
Republic,” said APS. Bouteflika
had announced his intentions
to run for a fifth term in the
presidential elections. The mass
protests in Algeria ultimately
forced Bouteflika to withdraw
his candidacy. The government
has since postponed the elections. Bouteflika stepped down
before his term ended on April
28, promising he would “take
important measures to ensure
the continuity of the functioning
of the State institutions during
the period of transition.” (CNN)

World
Ukraine
Volodymyr Zelensky, a comedian,
held the lead after the first round
of voting in Ukraine’s presidential election. With nearly 90
percent of the ballots counted by
Monday, Zelensky had a 14-point
lead on current President Petro
Poroshenko. “This is only the first
step toward a great victory,” said
Zelensky. He has vowed to enact
anti-corruption reforms and make
Ukrainians “prosperous.” He has
also promised to end the war with
pro-Russian separatists in the
east of the country. Zelesnky had
previously said that he was ready
to negotiate directly with Putin if
that meant ending the conflict in
the east. (CNN)

News

Compiled by Wenshu Wang
United Kingdom
On Tuesday, Apr. 2, British Prime
Minister Theresa May declared
that the UK would need to seek
another delay to the process of
leaving the European Union (EU)
and offered cross-party talks
to break the political deadlock.
“This is a decisive moment in
the story of these islands and it
requires national unity to deliver
the national interest,” May said.
The opposition Labour Leader,
Jeremy Corbyn, accepted May’s
offer of talks. By offering to accept
a compromise, May recognized
that she will never be able to win
full support in the Northern Irish
Democratic Unionist Party, nor in
her own Conservative Party. That
decision is certain to sow deep
divisions on her own side. (CNN)

New Zealand
New Zealand’s proposed buyback
of semi-automatic firearms could
cost as much as $300 million
NZD ($200 million USD), Winston
Peters, the country’s deputy prime
minister, said on Tuesday. In the
wake of the Christchurch terrorist
attacks on Mar. 15, New Zealand
has acted swiftly to change its
gun laws. A bill, which proposes
banning weapons, passed its first
reading in Parliament and gained
the support of every lawmaker in
the house on Tuesday. If the bill
passes, gun owners will have an
amnesty until September to hand
in their weapons and be compensated as part of a proposed buyback scheme. (CNN)

Turkey
The party of Turkey’s President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has lost
control of the capital, Ankara,
in local elections. According to
the state-run Anadolu News
Agency, the main opposition
is also slightly ahead in the
contest for mayor of Istanbul.
The president’s AKF party is
challenging the result in both
cities. AKF-led alliances won
more than 51% of the vote in
Municipal elections. Considered
a verdict on Erdogan’s rule,
the elections have been taking
place in an economic downturn.
The currency has been losing
value lately and the economy
went into recession starting in
October 2018. Erdogan looked
ahead to national elections in
2023: “We have a long period
ahead where we will carry out
economic reforms without compromising on the rules of the
free-market economy. If there
are any shortcomings, it is our
duty to correct them.” (BBC)
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Horoscopes
The Signs as Types of Egg-Laying
Animals
By Simone Levy

Aries: echidna - why are you like this?
Taurus: sea turtle - forbidden underwater omelette.
Gemini: quail - a little extra but still valid and loved.
Cancer: Komodo dragon - okay, fun fact: Komodo
dragon eggs are grapefruit-sized.
Leo: rabbit - okay, not actually an egg-layer, but it’s
thematic.
Virgo: platypus - now it’s time to get funky. To the
left.
Libra: chicken - yummy egg.
Scorpio: no offense, but you had to see this coming.
Snake.
Sagittarius: spotted gecko - don’t lose your tail over
something stupid.
Capricorn: bald eagle - an Appletonian icon. You
smell like fish.
Aquarius: owl - the owl lays its 4-6 small white eggs
in a soft bed of owl pellets. Nests are used for many
generations. Generation-old owl pellets cradling precious owl eggs.
Pisces: lovebird - needs companionship and attention but also not too much attention.

Margins
“Rain”

By Tia Colbert

Vegetable Day
By Allie

Much Love, Little Lady
By Celeste Reyes

Claire Zimmerman
Variety Editor

______________________________________

Appleton’s last winter was a
brutal one. As the last bit of snow
melts away and students emerge
from their dorms more frequently, we as a campus become more
aware of how vital sunlight is to
the wellness of the student body.
Campus Life and faculty have started to make plans to emphasize
the healing powers of the sun on
campus.
A recent survey conducted by
the Wellness Labyrinth for the
Physically Inclined reported that
100 percent of the student body
had been outside on a sunny day
before. Another 100 percent had
been outside on a day that was not
sunny. 90 percent said that they
are interested in going out slightly
more now that there is more sun
and temperatures are no longer
below zero degrees Fahrenheit.

Lore-ence

Students were incentivized to participate in this survey with the possibility of winning a gift card to the
Vikings’ Dock store. Unfortunately,
the survey was completely anonymous, so the gift card remains
unclaimed.
With this new data, the
secretary of the Office for the
Betterment of Student Wellness
and Engagement with the Natural
World Around Them, Penny Lady,
has formulated a new plan to
improve the condition of every
Lawrence student. Lady said,
“Everyone uses Warch. It’s the
crossroads of campus. I’ve occasionally seen it and I think it looks
pretty neat. But I think it would
look even better if it was five inches
east, as it would allow for more
sunlight into the building.”
Lady plans to move the entire
building by the year 2026. “I don’t
know if you’ve ever moved a building before,” Lady quipped, “but

it’s not a small feat.” When asked,
Lady reported that she had never
moved a building either, but she
emphasized, “They are big.” When
asked why she wants to move the
entire building, she said, “I think
that moving a historic building is
an honorable act. The Teakwood
room has been cherished by all
students and alumni since it was
transferred here. That got me
thinking about the possibility of
moving more buildings. Let’s beef
up our archives with this monumental change.”
Students are reporting a 2
percent receptivity to this project,
as it will leave them without a campus center for an extended period
of time. When asked about dining
options, Lady said, “The food in the
Conservatory should be enough.
Conservatory students have spent
enough time having to go to Warch.
Now it’s time for the rest of campus
to come to them.”

SPORTS
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Softball starts conference play off with some big bats

Kelli Quick
Staff Writer

______________________________________

Even in a “feels like” of 22
degrees, the Vikings will play!
Both the softball and baseball teams had to re-work
their schedule due to weather,
which usually would throw
off a person’s game, but not
for Lawrence’s softball team!
When Appleton’s weather so
kindly blessed them with cold
weather, they rose to the occasion and slaughtered our neartown rivals, Beloit College!
When comparing both of
the games played against Beloit
side by side, the Vikings look
like two completely different
teams. The score in the first
game had both teams neck and
neck, until the last inning when
the Vikings scored, winning 5-4.
In the second game, Lawrence
won 21-3. This type of slaughter is known as a mercy rule,
meaning the game ended after
the fifth inning rather than the
seventh because the Vikings
were leading by at least eight
runs.
Regarding the first game,
sophomore catcher Ceara
Larson was asked what happened in that last inning and

why she thought the team
was so successful in the end.
She said, “That last inning we
were locked in and focused on
the goal. Everyone had great
at-bats and were extremely
patient at the plate. Whether it
was a walk or a base hit, everyone did their part. Then, when
we went out on defense we
were lights out.” Considering
how the Vikings were the away
team, meaning they batted first
and their opponents batted
last, this position threatened
the Vikings’ chance for success.
Not only did they have to score
in the last inning to pull ahead,
but they had to hold the opposing team in their last chance
to hit. In the end, the Vikings
were able to pull themselves
together in this time of importance and didn’t let their confidence waver. They shut the
game down, winning 5-4.
Larson is a big hitter on
the softball team and played a
vital role in the team’s overall
success by hitting home runs
in both of the games against
Beloit. When asked what
went through her head when
she was running around the
bases and up to bat. Larson
replied, “Whenever I stepped

up to the plate I told myself to
stay patient and look for a pitch
I can drive. After I hit the ball, I
was excited and happy I could
help the team in such a close
game. The biggest thing with
hitting is focusing on one pitch
at a time, so while I was excited
about my good at-bats I focused
on the at-bat I was in.”
On the second game,
Larson said, “Our offense absolutely exploded the second
game. Our approaches at the
plate were great and we fed
off of the energy we had from
winning the first game. We did
a great job of capitalizing on
mistakes and hitting the ball
hard. Overall, we executed, kept
the game fun and hit as a team
to get runs across.” Sometimes
all it takes is a spark and then
the flame just keeps burning
and burning all the way to 21
runs, an astounding number for
a game!
On her goals for the rest
of the season, Larson said, “My
goal is to make it to the Midwest
Conference Tournament and to
battle every game.” It’s hard to
remain focused and positive for
every second of every game.
Sometimes you will have bad
days, but with the attitude that

Ceara Larson has, she will push
herself along with her teammates towards future success.
Finally, Larson was asked
why she started playing softball, at what age and why she
still continues to play here at
Lawrence. She said, “I started
playing softball with the YMCA
‘Dad’s Club,’ when I was eight,
then I moved on to travel ball
when I was nine. The rest is
history. I love the game and
the people it brings into my
life. Every game is like a chess
match and it is so fun to think
through. There is no better feeling than coming home to my
teammates after a home run or
yelling for joy with the defense
after someone makes a great
play. I love the team environment we have here and how
excited we are for each other.”
Softball head coach Kim
Tatro said on the team’s success in the second game, “In
many situations, it’s about the
pitching match-up and our hitters matched up better with
the pitchers who threw in
game two. We also had positive momentum from winning a
close first game which gave our
team confidence.”
After being asked to talk

about the third inning, Tatro
said, “Many times, hitting can
become contagious and it certainly did in that inning. Success
at the plate can carry over from
one hitter to the next, and it
certainly did. Beloit also walked
a batter and had an error, but
for the most part we just hit the
ball hard and gained confidence
by doing so.”
Finally, Tatro was asked
what her goals were for the
team this season and how she
planned to obtain those goals.
She answered, saying, “Our
first goal is always to strive to
make the Midwest Conference
Tournament. The top four
teams in the league will qualify
and our goal is to be one of
them. The best way to go about
this is to take one game at a
time and control what you have
the ability to control. Staying
in the moment will be the best
way for our team to achieve this
goal.”
The Vikings continue their
conference season this weekend, Apr. 6 and 7, travelling to
Cornell and Knox respectively.
Their goal is to continue to be
smart, control what they can
and have fun playing the game
they all love.

Tennis starts conference play with a split weekend

Tina Schrage
Staff Writer

______________________________________

This
past
weekend,
Lawrence University’s men’s
tennis team had a set of home
games against Monmouth
College and Illinois College. The
Vikings were able to shut out
Monmouth in their matches 9-0,
but had some difficulty when it
came to Illinois College and fell
5-4. The games were initially set
to be outdoors on Lawrence’s
home courts but had to be
moved indoors. However, this
had no impact on the Vikings,
as they had already been practicing inside and because their
mindset remained the same:
play aggressively and make
good shots.
The
matches
against
Monmouth marked the beginning of the conference season
for the Vikings. They started
off strong in their matches and
everyone was able to put a win
under their belt. Junior Connor
Maloney won his match against
Joseph Shie of Monmouth after
two sets and a tiebreaker, 6-2,
2-6, 1-0 with a tiebreaker of

10-8. Junior Cade Francour
also won his match after two
sets and a tiebreaker against
Monmouth’s Zach Harris, 3-6,
7-6, 1-0 with a tiebreaker of
10-6. “Connor Maloney had a
nice win against a strong player
from Monmouth,” stated Head
Coach Steven Francour. “Evan
Oriel was solid in singles and
doubles against Monmouth.”
Sophomores Oriel and Matt
Chan came out on top against
Monmouth, winning 8-3. Juniors
Aidan Delgado and Andrea
Arivella also had a stunning win
against Monmouth, finishing
the match at 8-0. Unfortunately,
the Vikings’ strong wrong
against Monmouth came to an
end and their results wavered
thin against Illinois College.
“We had chances against
Illinois College to win and we
put forth great effort,” stated
Coach Francour. Delgado was
able to pull ahead against
Illinois College and bring a
win to the Vikings, 6-1, 6-2.
Francour, keeping steady for the
day, also brought in a win for
the Vikings, 6-2, 6-4. Freshman
Cam Strawn performed well

once again for the Vikings and
defeated his Illinois College
opponent, 6-2, 6-1. On the doubles side of the matches against
Illinois, the Vikings struggled,
but still came ahead in one
match. “Andrea Arivella had a
great day in doubles,” stated
Coach Francour. Delgado and
Arivella came out ahead in their
match against Illinois College,
8-2, providing the Vikings with
their fourth win against Illinois,
but those four wins were not
enough to have them come out
ahead in the overall match play.
“Against Illinois College, I think
they were a little tougher than
we expected and they were
able to grind out the close victory,” stated Francour about his
matches and the team’s performances. Looking ahead at
their matches, the Vikings are
continuing to work on their
outdoor play.
Over Spring Break, the
Vikings travelled to Florida
to partake in a tournament.
“Spring break went well for us
in the sense that we were able
to play tough competition in
preparation for our conference

season,” stated Francour. “We
went down there to get some
outdoor matches in before
conference started while the
weather is still poor here in
Appleton.” The team came out
behind in the tournament, 0-2,
after two of their matches had
been rained out and cancelled.
Even though their opportunities
to play outdoors were cut short,
they still worked hard in the
matches they played in order to
get more practice and experience in during the competition.
“The matches we played were
competitive and we got better
each day,” commented Coach
Francour. With this opportunity
to improve, the Vikings were
able to get some outdoor playing time while also honing their
style of play.
Looking ahead to their
matches against Knox College,
Cornell College and Grinnell
College, the Vikings will need to
stay on their toes and be adaptable throughout the weekend.
“Our upcoming matches will be
a huge challenge,” commented
Coach Francour. “We will play
three times in a 24-hour peri-

od. We are going to utilize our
entire roster to save some wear
and tear.” With time being a
challenge for the Vikings, they
will need to focus on their
aggressiveness in doubles and
their style in singles matches.
“Strategy-wise, I think the biggest focus for the team right
now is to dictate the play and
don’t just play reactively to
our opponent,” said Francour.
“This is especially important
in the conference because
matches will be tight, and we
need every advantage we can
secure.” Having these things in
mind, the team has their goals
and sights set high and ahead
as they prepare for their next
three conferences matches of
the season.
This weekend the Vikings
will travel south to Knox
College and Cornell College on
Saturday, as well as Grinnell
College on Sunday. The weekend will be difficult, but with
the right mindset and the competitive nature, the Vikings will
be able to progress further in
their season and come out on
top in the competition.
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Baseball is underway and looking to make playoffs
Molly Doruska
Staff Writer

______________________________________

Despite the chilly temperatures and occasional snow flurries, baseball season is underway for the Lawrence University
baseball team. Their season
actually started at the end of
last term with a double-header
against Elmhurst College on
March 2. However, things really got going over spring break
as the team traveled down to
Florida for a plethora of games
in the sunshine state.
Freshman Spenser Ross
described the team’s spring
break trip saying, “[It] was a
great experience to get out of
the gym and the 30-degree
weather and show what we’ve
been working on all offseason.
On top of that, it was a lot of
fun to spend over a week living
with the team and getting to
know each other even better.”
Senior Nolan Spencer added,
“The spring break trip is the
best time of the year. It’s a time
when we can play baseball
without the pressure of academics. The team is split into
three houses for the entirety of
the trip, and it is a great bonding experience.”
The Vikings played nine
games over the course of eight
days during the trip. They were
2-7 overall, but there were some
impressive offensive showings throughout. On Thursday,
Mar. 21, Lawrence put up an
astounding 21 runs en route to a
victory over Maine-Farmington.
They closed out strong, scoring 10 runs in the final three
innings. The Vikings were led
by senior Andrew Lauber who
went 5-for-7 with two doubles,
five runs scored and two runs
batted in. Junior Rudy MuellerSchrader also had a strong performance going 4-for-6 with
a double, a triple, two runs
scored and two runs batted
in. As a team, Lawrence had
19 hits and 15 runs batted in
during the contest. The team’s
game against Minnesota-Morris
the following day was another

high point for the Vikings who
claimed the victory in convincing fashion with a score of 18-3.
Junior Reno Zemrak went 4-for4 in the game and two doubles,
four runs scored and two runs
batted in. Spencer also had a
perfect 3-for-3 showing with
a triple, three runs batted in
and two runs scored. Spencer
had a particularly good trip,
as he hit .478 while down in
Florida earning him Midwest
Conference Player of the Week
honors.
The team is taking these
games as a learning experience.
Ross explained, “The beginning
of the season, to me, has been a
great test of what we are good
at now and what we need to
work on going into conference
games. It has been very useful
to get feedback on the parts
of our game that need work
and I can’t wait to go deeper
into this season with a group of
guys ready to grind out every
inning.” Spencer echoed that
sentiment saying, “The beginning of the season has had its
ups and downs. We have seen
our work in the offseason pay
off, but we would have liked to
win a couple more of the close
games. As a team, we know that
we are in every game.”
The team is now moving
into the part of the season that
really counts: the matchups
against their conference opponents. Spencer said, “I am looking forward to starting our conference games. With the weather delay this past weekend, we
have our first series against St.
Norbert this upcoming weekend. Everything starts fresh this
Saturday. Every team is 0 and
0 for conference and we have
a chance to once again make a
run for the conference tournament playoffs.” For him, it is
all about making the playoffs,
as he continued, “Personally, I
would like to continue helping
my team be the best that we can
be. For the team, I think that we
once again have a real opportunity to make the playoffs. That

STANDINGS
MEN’S TENNIS

Junior Mike Brady winding up before blowing it past his opponent.
Photo by Caroline Garrow.

BASEBALL
North

TEAM
MWC OVR
St.Norbert 3-1
8-9
Ripon
1-3
5-10
Chicago
0-0
7-3
Beloit
0-0
8-7
Lawrence 0-0
3-8
South

Monmouth
Grinnell
Cornell
Knox
Illinois
Junior Reno Zemrak starts the season with a .323 batting average and 8 RBIs.
Photo by Caroline Garrow.

is the only goal: playoffs.”
Ross is ready to be a team
player going forward, as he
said, “This year we’ve had
games where our offense has
been great and games where
our defense and pitching has
been great. I look forward to
putting all the pieces together,
getting some wins and achieving what I know this team is
capable of achieving this season. My goals for the rest of
this season are pretty much the
same as they were going into

the season: to help the team in
any way I can. If the team needs
me to take a ball to the chest,
get hit by a pitch or lay down a
sac bunt, I’m ready to do everything in my power to help the
team pick up a win.”
The Vikings start their
quest for the conference tournament as they host St. Norbert
this Saturday, Apr. 6, for a double-header starting at noon.
They then will travel to De Pere,
Wis. as St. Norbert hosts a double-header on Sunday, Apr. 7.

Outstanding vikings
Emilia Jackson

Junior Pitcher
Midwest Conference Pitcher of the
Week
ERA of 3.50
Batting Avg. .375
RBI 4
Runs Scored 4

TEAM
MWC OVR
Grinnell
2-0
15-4
Illinois
3-1
6-7
Lake Forest 2-1
7-9
Monmouth 2-1
3-8
Cornell
1-1
9-6
Lawrence 1-1
6-7
St. Norbert 1-1
4-8
Ripon
0-2
1-5
Knox
0-4
1-10

Nolan Spencer

Senior Infielder
Midwest Conference Player of the
Week
Batting Avg. .395
5 RBI
10 Stolen Bases
*Broken Record Alert*
69 stolen bases for his career, passing
the previous record of 65

3-1
3-1
1-3
1-3
0-0

13-6
9-11
9-8
4-16
9-8

SOFTBALL
TEAM
MWC OVR
Lawrence 2-0
5-11
St.Norbert 3-1
10-8
Monouth 3-1
6-14
Cornell
1-1
9-7
Ripon
1-1
6-11
Lake Forest 0-0
7-9
Illinois
0-0
5-7
Grinnell
0-0
3-15
Knox
0-2
5-15
Beloit
0-4
6-18
*Updated as of 04/03/2019*

UPCOMING HOME
EVENTS

Ceara Larson

Sophomore Catcher
Midwest Conference Player of the
Week
Batting Avg. .667
Slug % 1.667
OPS 2.355
4 HR
9 RBI
6 Runs Scored

Baseball v. St.Norbert
April 6th
12:00 p.m. and 2:30 p.m.

Standings are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org
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Work It: CAS Tutors

Karina Barajas
Columnist

_________________________________________________

This week, I want to highlight all the
tutors of the Center for Academic Success
(CAS) who have worked hard all year round.
Writing, oral and content tutors help students excel in multiple areas of study. To
apply for the job, students are either recommended by a professor or fill out an online
application explaining why they want to be
a tutor.
If students are not able to find or access
the online application, they can always stop
by Julie Haurykiewicz’s office to express
interest in the position. Students must be
trained by one of the head CAS tutors before
they are on their own. Tutors are selected
as needed through the tutoring request on
Voyager.
They can either deny or accept the
request via email. If the tutor accepts, they
must arrange a time to meet with their tutee.
Afterwards, they must log in the hours of
the session ranging from 30 minutes to two
hours. The hours are reported to both Julie
and the professor.
Sophomore Isaac Whippet is a writing
tutor and a content tutor. Majoring in philosophy and psychology, Whippet’s favorite
subject to tutor is Symbolic Logic, a quantitative course about an artificial language
similar to math and a way to do arguments.
For Whippet, being a writing tutor does not
mean merely editing papers. He also helps

Julia Balestri

with study abroad and job applications. He
believes communication and teaching are
the most important skills to have.
He enjoys helping people at a low
cost. Whippet aspires to be a professor or
researcher one day. He values learning from
other students through adapting to their
learning styles. He works a couple of hours
weekly whenever he is selected via tutoring request. Additionally, he is a member of
Lambda Sigma and Phi Kappa Tao and he
participates in the WLFM radio station. In
three words, Whippet would say the job is
flexible, challenging and rewarding.
Third year senior Rachel Geiger is a
writing and CAS tutor. She is majoring in
environmental studies with a focus on policy.
As a writing tutor, Geiger edits internship,
job and study abroad applications in addition to papers. As a CAS tutor she handles
more administrative responsibilities at the
front desk such as signing students up for
appointments, sending out emails to make
sure tutees are matched to a tutor as their
requests come through, answering phone
calls and being available to tutor during
walk-in hours.
Her shifts are typically two hours and
super flexible. During Fall Term, she typically
works three or four two hour shifts including three to four tutoring sessions per week.
Winter and Spring Terms are less work.
Additionally, Geiger is an RLA in Plantz, a
member of Delta Gamma and does service
work like PAW. Her favorite parts of the job

are Julie and her dog, Murphy.
Geiger believes being able to teach as
a tutor is valuable because someone knowing their subject does not necessarily mean
they can teach someone else. It is important
to slowly walk the student through understanding the material rather than correcting
their mistakes. Geiger believes that being a
good writing tutor involves being patient.
Senior Quishan Liu is the head content
tutor. As a content tutor, Liu helps students
with Chinese, philosophy and psychology.
She also trains new tutors by explaining the
responsibilities and expectations which
include showing up on time, being resourceful, being patient and being personal.
Liu explained that a great tutor is able
to connect with students and make them
more comfortable with asking for help. She
believes there is a stigma around campus
that asking for help is a sign of weakness,
when in reality students are missing out on a
great opportunity to improve in challenging
subjects or gain new studying habits.
When asked what the best qualities of a
tutor are, Liu responded, “You need to help
the student, know your materials and adjust
to the way they learn. It is fulfilling to help
people succeed, fun to practice the materials
you already learned and be able to develop
interpersonal skills.”
In her free time, Liu is involved in volunteer activities. She used to be a CORE
group leader and worked for Admissions.
She currently works at the circulation desk

Member of CAS tutoring Charlotte Willett.
Photo by Anton Zemba.

at the library.
All tutors would agree that their work
is rewarding. Tutoring involves patience and
being able to teach someone else the material by adjusting to their learning style and
guiding them with any questions they may
have. There is always a need for more tutors.

Signature Style: Alex Medina

Columnist

_________________________________________________

I have always been interested in fashion
as a type of wearable art. I believe there is
so much room for creativity every day when
a person decides how to decorate their body.
At an early age, I became involved with sewing and thus formed my fascination with
textiles and personal style. Since then, I’ve
been intrigued by the many different ways
that people represent themselves through the
way they dress themselves. I write this column in hopes of highlighting Lawrentians
with unique senses of style and diving deeper
into the philosophies behind manufactured
appearances.
Sophomore music education and saxophone performance major Alex Medina has
a sense for style, passion for fashion, an
appetite for appearance. Every day, Alex
makes conscious decisions about what they
will wear. From the clothes they wear, their
shoes, jewelry and jacket, Alex considers
every detail.
I conversed with Alex about their style
at one of the tables lining the railing on
the first floor of Warch Campus Center. In
the beginning of our conversation, someone
interrupted us to compliment Alex by saying, “I don’t know you at all, but I like your
jacket.” Alex’s style is so captivating that
even random strangers will approach them
to make positive comments on what they are
wearing that day.
“Modern femme” is how Alex would
describe their style. They wear light, bright
colors and streamline jewelry, while also
leaving room to incorporate street styles.
One similarity in many of their pieces is
length. They prefer long coats, long sleeves
and long necklaces.
Another way they described their style
is “sexy hippie grandma.” Alex prefers to
wear comfortable clothes that are also hot.
This isn’t to say that they wear clothes that
are considered to be “athleisure.” One of
Alex’s fashion pet peeves is people who
strictly don athletic wear. Alex prefers when
people dress in such a way that shows the
person is actively thinking about what
they’re wearing, not that they are (potentially) physically active.
There are ways to dress comfortably
that are also cute. When a person shops
for clothes, they are given the opportunity
to think, “Does this look like me?” This is

Alex Medina sporting one of their signature coats.
Photo by Julia Balestri.

exactly how Alex shops. They look at attire
as a form of expression, a way to make a
statement through fabrics. Staying true to
themself is important, so dressing in a genuine way is important to them, too.
Another way in which Alex dresses
“sexy hippie grandma” is by wearing numer-

ous pieces that were gifted to them from
their grandma. One of their favorite pieces
from her is a sweater that has the phrase, “It
takes a whole village to raise a child” on the
front. Alex loves this because it is cute and
wholesome, just like your average grandma
tends to be.

Alex used to be self-conscious about
their body, but as their confidence has grown
over time, they started dressing more true
to themself. They found they actually really
enjoyed representing themself physically in
ways they viewed themself mentally. Blue is
their predominant color right now; it is not
uncommon to spot Alex donning blue slacks
or their bright royal blue coat. Another signature aspect of Alex’s style is their dainty
teacup earrings. These miniature ceramics
are tiny, but add just enough feminine flair to
make any outfit complete.
One thing Alex loves to do every day is
get ready. They see it as a time you can set
aside not only to compile a look, but to hang
out with yourself. They have factored time
into their daily routine dedicated to appearance. It may sound artificial, but spending
time caring about one’s self through physical
attention can actually be a bonding experience of a person with themselves.
A healing meditation, Alex titles this
practice “100 percent me time.” Getting
ready and picking outfits does not have to
be solely an individual experience. Alex also
thoroughly enjoys time spent getting ready
with friends for events. A perfect example of
this is when they get ready with their friends
for Lawrence’s President’s Ball or for their
hometown county fair.
When Alex feels as if they have become
uninspired by their wardrobe, they look to
Frida Kahlo, a Mexican painter who is most
well known for her self-portraits. Alex loves
how she layers her clothes and does her hair.
To Alex, her style is a duality of out-there
yet also concise. Looking to Frida Kahlo
for inspiration keeps Alex’s style eccentric
enough to never become dull.
One way in which Alex hopes to see
societal norms for style to change is towards
more androgynous trends. One way in which
this could be done, for example, is when
women wear pant suits to prom, a sleek and
powerful look that is also practical for dancing. Another way in which they hope to see
style becoming more androgynous is by seeing more masculine men wearing lace.
Androgynous styles would be beneficial
to all, as they help to loosen the confines of
strict gender binaries. This allows people to
express themselves in ways that are more
complex than just masculine men and feminine women. Most people tend to fluctuate
between masculine and feminine, and it is
rare to find a person who truly, inside and
out, is wholly masculine or wholly feminine.
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#ToxicMasculinityLU: Where to begin?
Andrew Brown
Editor-in-Chief

_________________________________________________

Australian sociologist R.W. Connell
wrote in her book “Southern Theory” about
a concept she calls “hegemonic masculinity.”
This idea acknowledges that there are various definitions of masculinity. One version of
masculinity reigns over all other versions as
well as oppresses and dominates people of
all genders. In 2005, this dominant masculinity picked up the more mainstream name
of “Toxic Masculinity,” which is defined by
psychiatrist Terry Kupers as “the constellation of socially regressive male traits that
serve to foster domination, the devaluation
of women, homophobia and wanton violence.”
A quick look at Google Trends search
analytics shows us that “toxic masculinity”
started emerging in the Google search bar
with frequency in 2017 and reached peak
popularity in Jan. 2019. This is where things
begin to unfold. What was so special about
this sharp jump in search popularity on Jan.
13? Personal-care product and razor brand
Gillette premiered a commercial titled: “We
Believe: The Best Men Can Be.”
Despite the inspirational mood of the
commercial and the overall positive male
imagery of the ad, Gillette faced immediate
and intense backlash for what people felt
to be “unfair” criticism of masculinity. The
YouTube comment section and Twitter feeds
were hijacked by men calling out the ad for
being anti-male and targeting them, feeling
as though they should not be ashamed to be
men. The most surprising thing about this
boycott: it actually worked.
Gillette’s mother-company Proctor &

Gamble saw a 0.8 percent drop in their
stocks the week the ad came out, and the
YouTube video, while receiving over 30 million views, had around 1.4 million dislikes.
Along with that, all corners of the internet
and social media showcased men denying
the existence of toxic masculinity and calling
for an end to the #MeToo movement, which
recently emerged as a mass rejection of toxic
masculinity.
The goal of the #MeToo movement is
to support people who have been victims of
sexual assault/violence, while simultaneously targeting titans in politics and entertainment—from comedian Louis C.K. to former
U.S. Senator Al Franken—for their histories
as sexual abusers and, plainly, for being power-hungry. #MeToo hit the ground running
after the election of President Donald Trump
in 2016, despite all the public and private
examples of his sexual abuse patterns and
for being (you guessed it): power-hungry.
#MeToo has faced its own criticism for being
anti-male and contributing to the ever-deepening political divides in the United States.
While many were still brooding over
the Gillette ad and the backlash it received,
popular male-centric magazine “Esquire”
published a cover story about a 17-year-old
white man from Wisconsin, with a caption
reading: “An American Boy: What it’s like to
grow up white, middle class, and male in the
era of social media, school shootings, toxic
masculinity, #MeToo, and a divided country.” The Lawrentian Editorial Board already
shared its thoughts and opinions on the controversy surrounding this cover story, which
can be seen in the Feb. 22, 2019 edition of
the paper or online at lawrentian.com.
Since the release of this staff editorial,

thoughts about toxic masculinity, #MeToo
and gender have been swimming around
my head, coming and going as quickly as
the news cycle talks about these topics. I
began noticing places where toxic masculinity shows its ugly face and seeing it actively
harming people close to me and people I
have never met. That is when I came around
to the idea of writing a column about it in our
student newspaper.
Each week, my goal is to look at toxic
masculinity through a different perspective,
whether it be my own experiences, research
that I do to make broader claims about
it or just plainly interviewing people who
have perspectives on masculinity that I could
never understand. I want to take the things
that “Esquire” and Gillette attempt to surmount and try to do them better.
Instead of telling men to “do better” like
Gillette, I prefer to talk to all types of men
about how toxic masculinity has affected
their lives and how they work on pushing
back against the toxicity. I want to challenge
these men to give us their idea of what a contemporary, non-toxic masculinity looks like.
I want to hear from men that are aware of
their privileges and are using their inherent
advantages to propel forward movements for
equality like #MeToo and #BlackLivesMatter,
rather than taking the Esquire approach and
giving a platform for toxic men to embolden
their toxicity.
I also want to talk to people of all
genders and sexualities to promote a more
honest view on masculinity. Believing that
“masculine” is only the heteronormative, cisnormative adjective that is embedded in our
brains as children is so antiquated and will
not be a direction this column takes. Instead,

I will be talking to women and LGBTQ+
community members that will broaden our
scope of how masculinity oppresses others.
Through my own research and the dialogues that I am having with myself over
topics in masculinity, I want to focus on
the issues where I feel toxic masculinity
manifests. There will be articles that discuss
mental illness, disabilities, poverty, sexuality,
gender, race, age, nationality and so much
more.
Ultimately, it is important to me and to
many others that this column educates with
care and represents with sensitivity. I want
to have a dialogue with the entire campus
community about masculinity and how we
can impact change here in Appleton and
around the world.
I hope that you all will embrace this
exciting, uncomfortable, enlightening and
progressive journey with me. If I ever
write something that is offensive or misinformed, call me out! If you tweet with
#ToxicMasculinityLU, I will answer your
questions, address your concerns and make
immediate changes when anything problematic arises. I am all in for being educated and
giving this platform over to others so they
can engage in this dialogue with me.
This column will not last long if I am
talking to myself every week, so if you are
interested in being interviewed for this column and/or you are comfortable sharing
your stories and experiences with toxic masculinity, send an e-mail to lawrentian.lawrence.edu with #ToxicMasculinityLU in the
subject box. I will get back to you as soon as
possible and ensure that we do our absolute
best to make this something great!
Thank you everyone for reading!

GET READY
Auditions Are This Term

May 7
@ 9 p.m.
Harper Hall
Trivia 2020
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Camille Robertson

SOL Studios Presents: LU Underground

Staff Writer
______________________________________

On Friday night, Apr. 29, students gathered in the Mead Witter
room of the Warch Campus Center
to watch LU Underground, an
open-mic hosted by Students of
Lawrence (SOL) Studios. MCing the
event were SOL Studios president
junior Daniel Green and vice president junior Wasonu “Frog” Allen.
Freshman Grace Reyes kicked off
the evening with two vocal covers:
Cher’s “Bang Bang (My Baby Shot
Me Down),” and “Sunflower” by
Rex Orange County, accompanied
respectively by her guitar and ukulele. Reyes’ voice was delicate yet
powerful, her range expansive and
emotional—a wonderful opener
for what would largely be a show
of vulnerable performances.
Up next was freshman Sesha
Bell, performing as Sesha Grace,
who gave the audience the privilege of being the first to hear her
latest original song. Bell plucked
the strings of her guitar in a folksy
rhythm, ending each circulation of
chords with an understated riff.
Her lyrics tended towards metaphors involving animals (“You were
the vulture while I was the quail;”
“Everyone knows the quickest way
to the honey is killing the bee”),
resulting in a dulcet yet clever tune.
A drastic tonal shift happened when freshman Quin Giglio
hopped onstage. Green introduced
him by saying, “I’m not really sure
what Quin’s gonna do, but I guess

he knows what he’s gonna do.”
Without another word, Giglio
began hamboning like it was the
only thing that could save him.
Cheers erupted from the audience
as the performance intensified, feet
stomping so hard the vibrations
knocked over the floor tom-tom
drum that shared the stage.
The types of performances
continued to expand with senior
Jacques Fehr, who rapped over
various backing tracks, followed
by freshman Hyland Flores who
read a potent original poem with
themes of prayer and heartbreak.
Green then took his turn
onstage, rapping an original called
“Don’t Go,” which he said he was
really shy about. Allen retorted into
the mic, “Don’t let him be shy!”
at which the audience applauded
Green in encouragement. Sitting
on a stool and kicking his feet back
and forth, Green rapped and sang
with obvious honesty and talent.
Upon finishing, he said, “I had my
eyes closed the whole time,” which
evoked a laugh from the crowd.
Next, juniors Sebastian Roman
on saxophone, Matthew Wronski
on bass and Green on drums
geared up for the wildest performance of the night: a math rock
piece with a ridiculously long title
which Roman apparently made up
on the spot, referencing Thelonius
Monk and Charlie Parker. Wronski
and Green set the vibe of the song
in a two-minute long intro before
Roman joined them. As they progressed, Roman went into his own

Wriston Spring 2019 Opening
Reception and Artist Talk

Emily Austin
Staff Writer

______________________________________

“It’s about human intention.”
Mary Griep, professor Emerita
of Art and Art History at St. Olaf
College described her Anastylosis
Project as such when asked to do
so in one sentence at her artist talk.
The series of large-scale mixed
media drawings of 12th-century
sacred spaces has taken the artist all over the world in search
of buildings to portray. It is this
respect of man-made space and
all that can be missed under the
passive gaze inflicted by centuries
of people that provoked the artist
to embark on this journey through
time and space.
Griep’s vision, as she explained
to the mix of art majors, community
members and interested students
that showed up this past Thursday,
began to take shape during her
visits to France and Italy where she
was inspired by the Gothic architecture of their world-renowned cathedrals. The light, shadows, nooks and
crannies of the cavernous spaces
sparked her curiosity and she began
to draw them in order to discover
them more fully and encapsulate
the experience of a cathedral. These
few drawings soon became hundreds and eventually expanded to
12th-century mosques in Turkey
and ancient temples in Thailand,
initiating the Anastylosis Project.
Griep’s process for getting
to the final product of a finished
drawing, often made up of many
smaller drawings, begins with
extensive research on buildings
that could expand the overall project well and take her to a part of
the world that interests her. She
spends at least one to two years at

the site itself, sketching and committing the layout to paper and
photographs, as well as interviewing local experts. She envisions the
original structure, the changes that
were made due to political and cultural agencies at play throughout
its lifetime and the potential future
of the building, transferring the
structures into her almost dreamlike images.
Walking through the exhibit myself, which can be found in
the farthest room of the Wriston
Gallery, I was taken on a similar
surreal journey. While the works
are mostly structured like an architecture’s blueprints and floorplans
drawn exactly to scale, Griep takes
their details to another level of
vibrancy. Each tile and block is
intricately designed to represent
the time, place and the intention of
those who built it. The colors cause
the buildings to practically jump off
the walls, calling to the viewer and
inviting us to get lost in their complexity and abstraction. It is almost
as if she has taken each building
and unfolded it on the wall for us
to view, allowing us to discover not
only the physical structure, but the
experiences, transformations and
meanings they have generated.
Seeing the drawings for the
first time, I couldn’t help marvel
at the work of each architect who
created their personal image of
sacredness in physical form and
how similarly their visions were
presented. I understand more fully
now Griep’s wish stated towards
the end of her talk, “I hope when all
the drawings are displayed together, they talk amongst themselves.”
They will certainly have similar
stories to tell.

world, eyes shut, his fingers flying
up and down the keys. Wronski
and Green maintained eye contact,
amazingly in-sync with one another, both sporting grins and bouncing along with their instruments.
Their ten-minute performance
won the attention of passerby, and
by the end, a wall of onlookers
had formed just outside the room;
their talent was genuinely aweinspiring.
After, Allen took the stage to
rap over a backing track, giving the
introduction, “This song is about
some tough times. I haven’t performed [it] ever.” Though the full
meaning in the lyrics was difficult
to grasp upon a first hearing, it was
easy to sense the melancholy emotions in Allen’s voice. In contrast,
his second song, “Wind It Up for
Me,” was upbeat and very catchy.
Freshman George Medina followed, rapping two original songs
over a beat and singing a cover of
“Ain’t No Sunshine” by Bill Withers,
which showcased his incredible falsetto and vocal range. After
Medina, freshman Clara Baker read
an original poem, junior Mike Ganz
rapped and the duo Awake For
Birds, comprised of juniors Lizzy
Lynch and Erin Alanna, performed
two original songs.
Closing out the night was
freshman Josh Canales Garcia
who read two original poems. The
first was a unique look at his god;
Garcia wrote as if his god was more
human than religions tend to make
Him out to be, asking questions

Freshman Sesha Bell sings an original song.
Photo by Taylor Blackson.

like, “Would you give Him meds?
Would you watch Him drink the
pain away?” The second was a
beautifully nostalgic poem about
the significance of Garcia’s grandmother’s house throughout his life.
All the participating students
had undeniable talent. The various

open mics that happen at Lawrence
throughout the year are a fun way
to discover friends’ secret skills,
support fellow students and showcase one’s own abilities, and it is
always worth checking them out.

Hal Grossman Talk:
No Pain, All Gain
McKenzie Fetters
Staff Writer

_________________________

On Monday, Apr. 1, at 7:30
p.m. in Harper Hall, violinist Hal
Grossman conducted a workshop titled “No Pain, All Gain.”
Grossman holds the position of
Associate Professor of Violin at
the University of Louisville, has
performed in prestigious venues
such as Carnegie Hall and won several awards, including first prize
at the National Fischoff Chamber
Music Competition. In addition to
his illustrious teaching and playing career, Grossman has developed The Grossman Method, an
educational course with a stretching regimen that helps musicians
who experience pain when they
play. On Monday night, Grossman
shared his method with attendees,
most of who were musicians in the
Conservatory.
Associate Professor of Music
and violinist Samantha George
introduced Grossman, who talked briefly about his course. He
mentioned how great athletes
are taught how to properly warm
up and cool down their muscles
before and after a workout, and
their coaches usually educate them
about different muscle groups and
how they should be used. However,
musicians do not always receive
this same kind of education, though
they use their bodies in strenuous physical situations similar to

athletes. When Grossman asked
the audience if anyone was experiencing pain while playing their
instrument, nearly everyone raised
their hands. Grossman asked a few
audience members to elaborate on
where and how they were experiencing pain, and he offered a few
possible problems and solutions.
Then he talked about a couple of
major “playing no-nos:” panic practice, over practice and not practicing. Grossman explained how muscle fibers ball up from lack of use,
but musicians need these fibers to
be long and fluid to accomplish the
physical movements necessary to
play. Therefore, practicing many
hours after an extended period
of not practicing can cause injury
since the muscle fibers are balled
up. Grossman proposed stretching
as a primary therapy for sore muscles, and he emphasized the importance of warming up before playing
and stretching after playing.
Grossman then invited workshop attendees to the Harper Hall
stage for a series of activities. First,
he gave each person a long, thin
stick and instructed everyone to
hold the stick against their back.
Grossman said the stick should
touch the body in three places:
behind the head, in the middle
of the back and by the sacrum
(near the tailbone). If one’s body
touches the stick at these appropriate points, they have achieved
spinal alignment, the basis for
good posture and proper muscu-

lar use. Grossman had workshop
attendees practice bending over
while keeping their back aligned
with the stick. Next, Grossman led
everyone in a series of stretches such as “bear hug,” where one
crosses one arm over their chest
and uses their other arm to hold
the stretch. He also led the group
in a couple of warmup exercises
including his favorite, “breath of
joy,” which involves bending over
one’s knees and transitioning up
onto one’s toes with their arms
held aloft. Grossman referred to
his slideshow presentation often
to show different illustrations of
muscle groups, playing postures
and stretching exercises.
Throughout the workshop,
Grossman asked participants for
questions and often used volunteers to demonstrate certain
exercises. His affable personality showed itself in all of his
interactions with the group, eliciting laughter from everyone on
several occasions with his jokes.
Grossman’s presentation educated
on different muscle groups, and
everyone seemed to enjoy performing his stretching exercises.
All in all, Grossman presented productive and valuable information
on the human body and how it
works, which remains particularly
helpful to musicians but important
for people in every occupation. For
more information on Hal Grossman
and The Grossman Method, visit
<thegrossmanmethod.com>.
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Breathe: Beyond Spectacle A Powerful Meditation
Milou de Meij

Staff Writer
______________________________________

“Someone plays cello underwater?” “A diver?” “Melodica in a
kayak?” “How is this possible?”
I fielded many of these incredulous questions as I tried to explain
“Breathe” to my shocked friends
and family who couldn’t believe
such a production was possible. To
be honest, I could barely believe it
myself.
I first heard of “Breathe”
about a year ago while sitting in
songwriting class with Lecturer of
Music Loren Dempster who casually mentioned that playing cello
underwater was something he did.
Later that fall, Dempster ended up
coaching my free improvisation
trio, Visible. We all enjoyed working together, and “yes” was the
resounding answer when he asked
us if we were interested in playing
on “Breathe” in the spring.
During the very first rehearsal, I was a total mess of nerves. I
sat there in the corner with my
pink melodica, bought for $30 on
Amazon one year prior, with a
sinking feeling that I had gotten
myself in over my head. The piece’s
rhythmic meters were changing
too quickly for me to catch on.
My melodica was acting up. My
solos were nervous and riddled
with clunkers.
Impossibility loomed scarily.
Rehearsals were long. There were
just so many logistics, so many
questions, so many decisions that

depended on other decisions that
depended on other decisions. Yet at
the same time, there was an excited and determined energy. Little
moments of triumph—like finally
nailing the ever-changing rhythmic
meters or how I was going to get in
and out of the pool from a kayak—
felt like tremendous achievements.
We were inching our way to possible. It was going to happen.
That final tech week when the
show finally came together was the
closest thing I’ve ever felt to magic.
Logistically, everything felt solid.
I’d figured out how to finally tame
my unruly toy melodica. We knew
where to step and when to play
and what was happening. We had
the lights, we had the text and the
energy was electric. I remember
walking home crying after one of
the rehearsals because I realized I
had been so wrapped up in my own
part that I hadn’t realized just how
incredibly beautiful and meaningful the show was.
“Breathe” is so much more
than a spectacle of incredulous
impossibilities. It’s a meditation on
space, childhood and what happens when you grow up and begin
to organize the world. It’s like being
inside a consciousness wondering,
playing and dancing between all
boundaries of space, time, being
and community. It’s a testament
to the unmeasurable powers of
creativity. It’s a reminder that it
is okay to not know and that not
knowing can be a space of opportunity, wonder and play.

Senior Milou De Meij performs on the water.
Photo by Taylor Blackson

During the very last show, I
felt this incredible sense of oneness
with the space. All boundaries felt
obliterated. The audience walked
in tandem with performers around
the pool. Two musicians played
conch shells in the pool. I was spun
around in a kayak by dancer and
choreographer Gabriel Forestieri

while I played the melodica. A
swimmer swam laps. The lights
created another world.
I’ll never forget that energy.
We were so many moving parts
of a whole, but each person had a
moment. It was a space of validation and affirmation. You are seen.
You are heard. You belong. You are

a part of something bigger than
yourself. It brought so many people
together. It was playful. It was healing.
For me, it was such a reminder: this is what art has the power
to create.

Review: Jazz Professors Mesmerize Audience With
Striking Ballads

Sam Goldbeck
Staff Writer

______________________________________

The recital given by Assistant
Professor of Music, Director
of Jazz Studies and saxophonist
Jose Encarnacion and Lecturer or
Music and pianist Bill Carrothers
was, admittedly, a little hard to
write about. The only information
on the program was the names of
the two performers and the message that all musical works being
performed would be announced
from the stage. Unfortunately for a
jazz-illiterate boy like myself, they
didn’t announce the program from
the stage and rather performed
one jazz ballad after another. The

performance was about an hour in
length with a couple of pauses for
words towards the end of the night.
The stage was sparsely set up
with just a piano and a couple
of chairs. The most eye-catching
prop was a lamp on a table to the
left of the piano that had beautiful
stained-glass framings. As it turns
out, when the esteemed educators entered to begin their performance, all the lights in Harper Hall
went down and the only source
of light was the lamp that only
partially illuminated the stage. The
effect was such that the recital hall
seemed to transform into more of
a jazz club and less of a formal
performance space. I felt like I was

wrong for not smoking cigarettes
and drinking whiskey all throughout the performance.
And would you look at that!
As I write this article, Professor
Encarnacion has sent me the titles
of the pieces he and Professor
Carrothers performed. They played
several pieces by Billy Strayhorn
and a couple by Thelonious Monk.
Some of the other pieces included
were “Haunted Heart” by Howard
Dietz and Arthur Schwartz and
“I’m Beginning to See the Light”
by Harry James, Duke Ellington,
Don George and Johnny Hodges.
That last piece was, I believe, performed as an encore after the main
program, considering it was a bit

grander of a performance, bouncier and more staccato as opposed
to the steady, sweet sounds of the
more introspective ballads that
were part of the main program.
There is a certain ecstasy to watching two masters of their respective
crafts execute seemingly flawless
renditions of seminal jazz works.
The feeling of watching a faculty
recital is a much different one than
watching a student recital, wherein
one feels as though they can view
the budding mastery of a professional-in-training. The professors
were truly able to make the pieces
and the performance space their
own (again, the lamp was a nice
touch) and while I can’t speak for

the rest of the audience, I felt like I
was transported to a different time.
Whilst reading up on the bios
of these two men, I realized the
wealth of skill and talent that the
Conservatory accumulates in abundance. Both men have attended
and taught in prestigious music
schools, been part of worldrenowned ensembles and toured
around the globe. Everyone should
take advantage of the not-inconsiderable amount of musical performances that happen almost every
day here at Lawrence, because it is
truly invigorating and educational.

join
the lawrentian
as a writer or photographer.
We want your voice in our publication.
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Reporting bias in
U.S. media outlets

The Stories They
Tell

Mara Kissinger
Staff Writer

Record-breaking flooding hit South Dakota in the last two weeks, causing huge damage to fields,
livestock and homes and forcing citizens to evacuate certain areas including several Native American
reservations. However, there was very little national coverage given to the natural disaster or its
effects. Potential reasons for this include the media’s tendency to be city-focused. South Dakota does
not boast a huge population and therefore is not the first choice for media attention. Second, news
organizations face significant challenges as the twenty-four hour news cycle rages on.
The national media has a habit of being largely city-focused. This is partly because of the high
volumes of people living in those small areas. However, there is a discrepancy in this form of reporting, as rural areas in the United States account for almost 97 percent of the nation’s land area but
only hold about 20 percent of the country’s population. This means that while reporting on primarily big cities covers a large number of people per event, the coverage only extends to three percent
or less of the nation’s land area, missing large groups of people when reporting on events. Leaving
out rural areas leaves out natural disasters like the floods, environmental issues and challenges
facing the farming industry, all of which impact the lives of all Americans, if we can take the time to
examine them in their complexity. This trend is likely to cause anger and feelings of marginalization
in those who live outside of big cities. When they are not represented the way that those in big cities
are, especially during times of stress and struggle, it can lead to mistrust among rural communities
in the ability of national media to cover what they consider to be important.
This distrust of the media can lead to far-reaching negative effects for the country as a whole.
When parts of the population do not trust what they read from reputable news sources, they are
susceptible to manipulation by less accurate sources, and spaces are created for misinformation to
fester and leads to millions subscribing to misinformed ideologies, like the ones found in the antivaccination movement. Not only can it leave rural Americans feeling slighted and left out, but it can
give those in the big cities the impression that the issues that they face are the only important issues,
leading to a feedback loop that only encourages further narrowing of the scope.
In order to combat widespread media distrust, it is essential that newspapers and media outlets
represent the voices of the American people and report on issues relevant to everyone. As journalists, it is our duty to recognize what is not being given due attention and work towards fair and
unbiased reporting for everyone we represent.
It is with this in mind that the new editorial board of The Lawrentian begins our 2019-20 cycle.
We aim to represent this community to the fullest, from student recitals to headlining performers, home games and those far away, board game nights in the dorms to the Great Midwest Trivia
Contest. To us, every event is an important part of the Lawrence community and deserves reporting.
We see the danger in overlooking any crucial part of this community, and hope to be a uniting force
for this campus rather than a dividing one.

Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor, Max Craig, at lawrentian@lawrence.edu. We review all letters and consider them for publication. The
Lawrentian staff reserves the right to edit for clarity, decency, style and space. All letters
should be submitted on the Monday before publication, and should not be more than
350 words.

Max Craig

Op-Ed Editor
_________________________________

In the first two years of Donald
Trump’s presidency, the issue that
has most consumed media coverage has been Trump’s supposed collusion with the Russian government
in the 2016 election. There has been
constant media speculation about
Russia’s role in the election and
even suggestions that Trump himself is a Russian agent. But in special counsel Robert Mueller’s final
report, summarized by Attorney
General William Barr last week, “did
not establish that members of the
Trump campaign conspired or coordinated with the Russian government in its election interference
activities.” This is conclusive—there
was no collusion between Trump
and Russia. This, of course, means
that mass media outlets have wasted a lot of time in the past two years,
and have lost a lot of credibility.
In response, we’re already
seeing pushback from media outlets attempting to delegitimize
the report. Most outlets focus on
Barr’s connection with Trump

______________________________________

A woman in a man’s body. A
man in a woman’s body. By now,
we’re slightly familiar with this
version of the transgender narrative. The problem is that this is not
the only way that people exist as
trans. The very basic definition of
trans is not identifying with the
gender you were assigned at birth.
This includes a whole slew of gender identifications other than male
or female, but we don’t seem to talk
about it with any nuance. If we do,
the existing conversation is very
narrow.
While it may be difficult for
some to digest, there are and have
always been different gender identifications in human societies around
the world. When it is talked about,
being trans is talked about like it
popped out from nonexistence
all of a sudden in the age of the
internet and “special snowflakes.”
However, versions of other gender
variants have existed for as long
as humans have. We have finally
started to more openly discuss and
accept being transgender, but the
stories we tell about being trans are
limited to my opening examples.
The reason we limit them and the
reason we need to stop go hand in
hand. For one, we feel threatened
by those outside of the binary. Our
slow and small bit of acceptance
of trans people has come partially
from the fact that we feel comfortable with the narrative of female
or male souls trapped in the wrong
body. It affirms the idea that there
are essential categories of men and
women.
But where can I fit if I do
not feel kinship with the either/or

Stop caring about collusion
as reason enough to distrust the
summary. This skepticism is never
grounded in empirical evidence,
however, and is typically the result
of extreme straw-grasping. “The
New York Times” ran an article
last Wednesday, for instance, titled
“Some on Mueller’s Team Say
Report Was More Damaging Than
Barr Revealed.” The headline is
misleading—the three journalists
that worked on this article did not
directly talk to any members of
Mueller’s team, and instead heard
it from “government officials and
others familiar with their simmering frustrations.” In addition, no
specifics about how Barr’s summary is deceitful are known. The only
thing “known” is the mysterious
idea that the full report is “more
damaging” than the summary.
Vague information that is this far
removed from its original source
suggests it is more of a rumor than
a story and is therefore not exactly
worth reporting on.
No matter what rumors the
media latches on to, there has never
been any direct evidence tying
Trump to Russia. All the players in

Trump’s campaign sold as being
Russian agents, like Michael Flynn,
Paul Manafort and Michael Cohen,
were implicated by Mueller in matters unrelated to collusion. Only
two months of Cohen’s three-year
prison sentence, for example, are
punishment for actions uncovered
by the Russia probe. The rest are for
general corruption on his part such
as tax fraud on his personal income.
Other than some of Trump’s oddly
suggestive quotes about Vladimir
Putin—“He’s running his country
and at least he’s a leader, unlike
what we have in this country”—
there is nothing tying Trump to
Russian influence.
This is devastating for the credibility of American mass media. As
Matt Taibbi put in his article “It’s official: Russiagate is this generation’s
WMD,” “Nothing Trump is accused
of from now on by the press will
be believed by huge chunks of the
population.” Given the vast amount
of coverage alloted to this bogus
scandal, the news media will have
to re-incentivize journalistic integrity to win back the trust of their
audience.

One reason for this scandal’s
coverage is, of course, profit-focused
news coverage. “Russiagate” has
been given more airtime than more
relevant world events because, for
one, it is juicy. A scandal implicating
the US President in conspiring with
a foreign power, featuring a colorful
cast of nefarious characters whose
turmoil can be documented in rich
detail, is captivating for viewers.
From a ratings perspective, it certainly makes sense why the media
has focused so much on this story—
it’s been like a spy movie.
On another level, however,
this scandal allowed Democrats
and left-leaning people a scapegoat for the 2016 election. The idea
that Trump conspired with Russia
to run Facebook ad campaigns that
swung the election is more comforting than the idea that the Clinton
campaign failed. The campaign did
not focus its energies on potentially
Republican-leaning Midwestern
states like Wisconsin and Michigan,
the loss of which cost Clinton the
election. Contributing Trump’s win
to a conspiracy, rather than the
Democratic party’s lack of con-

model? I consider myself neither a
man nor a woman and we find that
threatening. It is why my identity
is mocked in regular media, and
it is why I will probably be called
a “special snowflake” a few times.
I personally feel chest dysphoria
but not everyone who is trans will
feel any at all. Some trans people
have no need to change their body
and some will identify with it perfectly well. We need to see these
trans and gender non-conforming
people, the ones who feel no need
to put themselves into the man or
woman box. The people who we’d
assign male who wear dresses and
skirts and bright colors. The people
who we’d assign female who wear
suits and ties. The people we’d
assign female who wear makeup
but still don’t identify as female.
All of these are their own people
and deserve to be a part of the
conversation. Unfortunately, however, in the times we do include
these people, we tend to focus on
a singular person that represents
their identity.
This person is typically skinny,
beautiful, white, assigned female at
birth and androgynous. Once again
we are happy with this portrayal
because this is a fashion model. This
person is non-threatening because
we have seen them before in fashion magazines and give them a
pass for their quirky ways. Don’t
get me wrong, all of these people
are important to support and talk
to and about. But at the end of the
day, we have to start doing more to
make sure everyone in the community is safe and supported and portrayed as human. Because though
we come in many forms, to be trans
is to be human.

nection with its once-solid voting
bases, is a nice thought. It makes
sense, then, why this scandal was so
captivating—there was an appetite
to make sense of the past election.
No matter the mass psychology behind it, however, discussion
of the Russia scandal has been a
colossal waste of time and a distraction from national issues and
world events actually deserving of
attention. As “The Nation” journalist Aaron Maté pointed out in his
article “RIP, Russiagate,” not only do
media outlets like MSNBC or CNN
deserve blame, but also congressional Democrats like Senator Adam
Schiff who promised “more than circumstantial evidence of collusion.”
It is valid that the House Judiciary
Committee approved a subpoena
to receive the full Mueller report
last Wednesday, but Democrats
should not seize this moment as an
opportunity to reaffirm the notion
of a Russian conspiracy. They should
admit they were wrong, and begin
pushing back against Trump in
more meaningful ways. Trump did
not collude with Russia, and we
should stop caring about it.

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All
facts are as provided by the authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which
represents a majority of the editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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Body Talk: Why are body
modifications unprofessional?
Olivia Omura
Columnist

______________________________________

Take a look around most college campuses and you will notice
the striking diversity in the ways
students present themselves. Some
are sporting tattoos, piercings or
colored hair, and there is an infinite
assortment of clothing styles. Yet
when it comes time to interview for
jobs, internships or grad school, we
possess a collective understanding
that some parts of us must be hidden or changed in order to conform
to the rules of professionalism.
Your initial reaction to this
might be to say, “Of course you can’t
have pink hair at a job! These rules
exist for a reason.” But do they? What,
intrinsically, makes body modifications (mods) unsuitable for a professional environment? Perhaps
it is explained by the associations
people make between body mods
and undesirable character traits like
degeneracy and delinquency.
Employers assume that their
clientele will be put off by seeing
employees with more than one hole
in their ear, foregoing a potential
money-making interaction. While
I understand that, under capitalism, the needs and sensibilities of
the person with the money matter
more than the employees, a person’s bodily presentation does not
directly reflect the quality of work
they are capable of doing.
Our concept of “professional
attire” is based on socioeconomic class. Nicer clothes cost more
money; the wealthier you appear,
the more trustworthy you seem
to potential customers or clients.
While employers may have some
reasonable presentation-related
stipulations, such as good personal

hygiene, barring certain people
from working at your establishment
based on your opinion of their
appearance reinforces class boundaries and can be used as a basis
for unlawful discrimination. It can
also be downright impossible to
conform if a person’s tattoos and
piercings are not easily covered or
removed.
Body modifications are most
traditionally associated with motorcycle gangs and sailors, where
they may have signaled in-group
affinity and a rebellious break from
the accepted cultural norms. The
enduring association with bloodborne pathogens certainly does not
help their case, even though most
tattoo and piercing parlors adhere
to stringent health code standards.
Today, many people choose to
get body modifications to express
their creativity. Consequently, the
practice has become more socially
acceptable. The old assumptions
about body mods are slowly being
exchanged for new, more positive
associations as the younger generation embraces their individuality in
an objectively innocuous way—“It’s
just an earring, Susan, not a bear
trap.”
Some companies are even
beginning to embrace the diversity in appearance of their employees. When I worked at Mayo Clinic
Hospital last summer, we were
allowed to have visible, non-offensive tattoos and several approved
piercings. That such an old (read:
stuffy and conservative) institution allows some body modifications speaks volumes about how
the times are…a-changin’. I, for one,
am hopeful that other companies
will follow suit; my traditional-style
tattoo of my cat deserves to see the
light of day.

Andrew Brown

Statement from the
Editor-in-Chief

Editor-in-Chief

______________________________________

I would like to start with a
grand “Hello!” to all of the readers of The Lawrentian. My name
is Andrew Brown. I am a junior
English and linguistics major, and
I am the newest Editor-in-Chief. I
am honored to hold this position
for the next year and eager to share
the journey with an amazing editorial board, the clever and diligent
staff of writers, photographers and
illustrators and the readership of
our student newspaper.
Some of the very first words
that Lawrence students read in
their college careers come from
Natasha Trethewey’s book “Native
Guard,” a favorite Freshman
Studies work that begins with a
poem titled “Theories of Time and
Space.” At the very end of the poem,
she writes, “On the dock / where
you board the boat for Ship Island,
/ someone will take your picture: /
the photograph—who you were—
/ will be waiting when you return.”
As the new Editorial Board
begins the next chapter of The
Lawrentian, I ask our campus and
community to take a snapshot of
where we are now. We just began
Spring Term of 2019. The heavy
snow and dreary skies of winter
are melting away, making room
for flourishing flora and energy for
students to learn, create, impact

and innovate. Some are flocking
to theaters to see Jordan Peele’s
“Us,” while others are rocking out
in their dorm rooms to Ariana
Grande’s “thank u, next.” We are in
the third year of Trump’s presidency and many are fatigued from the
dizzying news cycle and constant
evaluation of our principles as a
campus and as a country.
My vision for The Lawrentian
is to interrupt this dizziness and
to bring this evaluation to the forefront of the dialogue we have with
our community. The goal of this
paper has always been a source of
fair, honest and reliable reporting
that represents our student body.
However, The Lawrentian has never
been perfect and does not pretend to be. We are going to make
mistakes, but we will constantly
be working towards eliminating the frequency of these errors,
and ensuring that our errors are
not regressive or offensive. We
will report on all types of campus
events and world events, especially ones that will hardly find any
space in more mainstream media.
We will be celebrating some of the
more positive sides to living in our
modern age and remaining fully
cognizant in times where all hope
seems to be lost.
Over the next three terms, The
Lawrentian will be engaging with
the community more than it ever
has. I cannot wait to meet all of you

Like us on
Facebook!

at events that we plan on hosting,
panels that we will organize and
dialogues that we will participate
in beyond the pages of our paper. I
encourage you to meet us at these
places, write to us when you want
your voices or events to be heard
and seen and keep us in check
when we publish things that do
not reflect our campus values. This
way, our community will be stronger and healthier, and we can be
truly proud of this student paper
that has been in print across several centuries.
Thank you for supporting our
paper across those centuries and
for reading whenever you have the
chance. A tremendous amount of
work goes into putting together
this weekly paper, from the conception of article ideas to the final
print. I would also like to extend a
special thank you to the faculty and
staff at Lawrence University who
impact all of our lives on a daily
basis. Without the amazing dedication of our dining and custodial
services, as well as the efforts of
those who put together our financial aid packages and help us pursue careers after Lawrence, our
institution would not function at
all. Finally, I would like to congratulate my fellow students for all of
their successes they have achieved
so far. I hope that the team at The
Lawrentian and I will not let you
down. Thank you!

/Lawrentian

On the cusp of Enlightenment: Modern answers to
seventeenth-century questions
By: Simone Levy
Columnist
Questions are quoted from John Dunton’s “Athenian Oracle;” answers are Simone Levy’s own renderings.
Q: “I am about nineteen years old, and have been often desired by my friends, who I believe are pious persons, to learn to dance, which I am sensible is needful to teach
men how to behave themselves in company; but I somewhat question the lawfulness of it: for I take it to be an institution of the Pagans, who, upon the days of their sacrifices, did dance before the altars of their gods; as also condemned by the Fathers, as unlawful, in many of their writings. Besides, it weakens piety, occasions ill thoughts,
and consequently seems a breach of the seventh commandment; it having been also the occasion of many bad actions, as well as the loss of time, which we ought rather
to employ in prayer, and other exercises of piety and devotion. I desire your opinion?” (Athenian Oracle, 54-55)
A: So your friends are pressuring you to go out clubbing with them, but you are scared of the Pagan implications that gratuitous body movement often evokes. Completely understandable. I, too, was 19 years old—it was just last year. As someone who was in your shoes not too long ago, I consider myself an excellent resource on the matter. While it may seem
counterintuitive, dancing can occupy a holy and pious context despite its placement in Pagan institutions. If you are scared to dance for yourself, try dancing for God. Surely a divine
entrance into the beautiful sport that is dance will allow you to appreciate its merits, and as something more than just a loss of time.
Q: “Why do flowers flourish and open in the morning, and are contracted and shut at night?” (Athenian Oracle, 91)
A: Excellent question! The truth is that flowers need to sleep for at least eight hours a night, just like you do.
Q: “Where is the likeliest place to get a husband in?” (Athenian Oracle, 224)
A: Definitely in Fresno. There are some fine, eligible men in Fresno. If the issue persists, do write in once more and we can organize an advert promoting your availability.
Q: “I have promised Marriage against the consent of my friends; which they suspecting have resolved to marry me to another, for whom I have a great aversion : — how
am I to behave myself in this difficult affair?” (Athenian Oracle, 231)
A: Oh honey, I would ditch this so-called “friend” of yours. Maybe it was huge in the 17th century, but today, planning someone else’s life for them does not go over well. Kick her to
the curb because you are your own person and you will do what you want to! Alternately, the really hot thing to do today is to go on a Twitter rant and garner as much attention to the
situation as possible. In doing this, your “friend” will see that you do not mess around and she will learn to respect your autonomy. As a New Yorker cartoon by Emily Flake said, “Son,
if you can’t say something nice, say something clever yet devastating.” Follow Emily’s lead on this and go for absolute broke. Expose her. Trash her. Take advantage of today’s obsession
with cancellations and use that to end your “friend’s” entire future. Go for gold, baby. Please report back on how this goes.
All questions quoted from the 1703 collected publication of the “Athenian Oracle” by John Dunton.
Looking for answers? In need of advice from a Taurus-sun, Virgo-moon, Gemini-rising? Think you can stump me? Email Simone at simone.a.levy@lawrence.edu with your own questions
and you just might be featured in next week’s column.
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What is something that you know that others do not?
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Press

the
LAWRENTIAN

“The last time I changed my socks.”
—Liam Fisher

To advertise in
The
Lawrentian,
contact
lawrentian@
lawrence.edu.

join
the lawrentian
as a writer or photographer.
We want your voice
in our publication.
If interested, visit lawrentian.com/apply

* Ask for your Lawrence discount!
* FREE Super-Muncheez CheezyBreadsticks with 14” or 16” Pizzas!
* FREE Delivery! MuncheezPizzaria.com

920-749-1111

